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Tiffany Poirier is a national award-winning educator, author, and parent who 
believes in the power of questions and the infinite gifts of every child. Driven 
by curiosity, passion, and a quest she’s been on since an early childhood 
tragedy, Tiffany began her teaching career listening closely when her students 
asked the same kinds big questions that kept her own young mind awake at 
night pondering: What is happiness? What is real? How can we make the 
world a better place? 
  
At age five, Tiffany lost her father, a forest firefighter, when the helicopter he 
was a passenger in crashed and burned while trying to make an emergency 
landing off the highway. Although he never came home with the present he 
had promised her before that fateful trip, Tiffany’s father left her with many 
gifts she would come to discover over the years: a courageous heart, an ear for 
great questions, an eye to see every child’s potential, and a voice for speaking 
out and sharing stories of learning. 
  
Like her mother and grandmother before her, Tiffany found a path through 
early personal hardship to a teaching career rich with meaning and joy. In her 
first year on the job, Tiffany began writing and illustrating a critical thinking 
book dedicated to her students, Q is for Question: An ABC of Philosophy. Down 
the rabbit hole of adventure and learning in elementary classrooms with her 
students, she worked for over a decade with learners of diverse needs, both in 
regular and gifted enrichment programs in the Vancouver and Surrey school 
districts.  During this time, she led workshops for educators and parents and 
earned an M.Ed. in Educational Leadership (UBC, 2012). Tiffany continues to 
support teaching and innovation through her current role as a District Vice 
Principal for the Greater Victoria School District. She also offers online video 
courses for educators, students, and parents at inquiryninja.com.  
  
With her articles, radio features, documentaries, YouTube channel, and a 
TEDxVictoria talk on “The Power to Question”, Tiffany spotlights youth voices 
and shares a window into the insights gleaned from her practice.  
Empowering pint-sized philosophers to pursue their questions in dialogue 
circles, she helps them grow their ideas through in-depth, passion-based 
project work. Tiffany received the  Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching 
Excellence in 2014 for her contributions and leadership in creative education, 
inquiry-based learning, and the “Philosophy for Children” (P4C) movement.  

 “…a source of  pride and inspiration 
for educators across the country.” 

 – Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

THE POWER TO QUESTION How can a question 
change the world? Why are the big questions philosophers have 
asked for millennia ever-relevant in the modern era? What can 
leaders learn from the natural questioning tactics of children? In this 
session expanding upon her TEDxVictoria talk, educator and author 
Tiffany Poirier goes further into strategies for how to strengthen our 
innate power to question to inspire innovation, drive success, and 
help us find deeper meaning. Arguing that great questions are the 
seeds of new ideas, Tiffany shows how we can tend to questions like 
gardeners, fostering ideal conditions for the growth of fresh 
solutions and wisdom. By cultivating our schools, organizations, and 
communities as “Question Cultures”, we organically evolve diversity-
strengthened hotbeds of talent, collaboration, learning, and 
transformation.   

DISCOVER YOUR GIFTS Einstein, Picasso, Jane 
Austen, Mother Theresa, Michael Jordan—all of history’s greatest, 
most inspiring men and women share this in common: all were 
once children. Now imagine being a teacher in an elementary 
classroom filled with future stars like these: how would you nurture 
their dreams and foster their growth? After a decade researching 
and working with youth in regular classrooms and gifted education 
programs, Tiffany Poirier came to see how we all—regardless of age, 
ability-level, and background—have profound potential to develop 
our interests and gifts and make a difference. We can transform our 
luck and limitations with the right kind of nurturing, inspiration, 
and guidance. In this presentation, Tiffany shares her insights and 
observations on talent development, and makes the case for an 
ethic of “child honouring”. Revealing her 10-Step Personal Interest 
Project Framework, Tiffany shows how anyone can identify an area 
of passion and use the inquiry process to develop new expertise to 
create something great to share with the world.  
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“…an exemplary teacher, researcher, 
writer, and educational leader.” 

 – Dr. Carl Leggo, Professor 
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