
 
                   
 
 
January 6, 2021 
 
Dear Kim Holmes, Director of Human Resources: 
 
Re: Application for the Position of Glenlyon Norfolk Junior School Principal. 
 
Magic—that is what I remember feeling during my first visit at the GNS Junior School. Your inquisitive 
grade 4/5 students and their teacher had invited me to speak about the discipline of philosophy. As I 
listened to these young leaders in dialogue about their beliefs and visions, I felt hope for the future. I also 
appreciated the invisible hand of great teaching that enabled such a dialogue to occur in the first place. 
 
I am inspired to apply for the position of GNS Junior School Principal because of my strong alignment 
with your school’s core values, inquiry-based approach and long tradition of excellence. I am a nationally 
recognized educational leader and inquiry expert with my own roots in the International Baccalaureate 
program. My 15-year career spans work as an elementary teacher, gifted education specialist, vice-
principal and district-based administrator in the Greater Victoria School District. 
 
MISSION & VALUES 
I believe that each child has a gift for the world. My mission is to foster excellence in education by  
co-creating a culture of inquiry where individuals feel seen, heard, inspired and empowered to contribute. 
The cornerstones of my leadership approach are curiosity, creativity, courage, passion for learning and 
ethical leadership.    
  
PASSIONATE LIFELONG LEARNER 

• Holds an MEd in Educational Leadership (UBC, 2012); a BEd in Elementary Education  
(UBC, 2006); a BA in Philosophy (UVic, 2004); and a Certificate in Performing Arts (CCPA, 2000).  

• Studied IAPC curriculum at Montclair State University (2007); additional training in coaching, 
negotiation and facilitation.   

 
AWARD-WINNING EDUCATIONAL LEADER & INQUIRY EXPERT 

• Received the Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence. 
• Was a featured “cover teacher” on the Prime Minister’s Award Exemplary Practices publication. 
• Assesses teacher nomination packages as a Prime Minister’s Award Regional Evaluator. 
• Has extensive experience in gifted education and is able to articulate the alignment between  

research-based best practices for teaching exceptional learners and the GNS inquiry approach. 
• Coaches educators on strategies for facilitating inquiry and teaching to diverse needs.  
• Creates and shares inquiry training and resources available at InquiryNinja.com  
 

PUBLISHED AUTHOR & ARTICLE CONTRIBUTOR 
• Wrote and illustrated Q is for Question: An ABC of Philosophy, a critical thinking book  

used to support the IB curriculum worldwide.  
• Wrote articles for The Tyee, Teacher Magazine, Synergy Magazine, Teaching with Heart, 

CourageRenewal.org, and Exemplary Practices.  
 
PROFESSIONAL SPEAKER 

• Presented a talk on “The Power to Question” at TEDxVictoria. 
• Is a sought-after keynote speaker, represented by Keynote Speakers Canada. 
• Earns consistently rave reviews as an “inspiring, dynamic speaker” who delivers “refreshing  

and practical ideas.” (Please see Accolades & Testimony on resume.) 
 

778-533-0192   
info@inquiryninja.com   
inquiryninja.com  
    
 
 
 
 

TIFFANY POIRIER 
Educational Leader | Author | Speaker 

 

@tiffanypoirier 
linkedin.com/in/tiffanypoirier 
youtube.com/c/tiffanypoirier 
   
 
 
 
 

• Curiosity • Creativity • Courage • Passion for Learning • Ethical Leadership 
 



PROVEN RELATIONSHIP-BUILDER WHO CAN NAVIGATE COMPLEXITY 
• Has a proven record of building trust and working collaboratively with diverse stakeholders. 
• Manages priorities and ensures policy adherence in a complex unionized environment. 
• Contributes as a member of various Health and Safety committees. 
• Researches developments in the COVID-19 crisis and is prepared to collaborate with the GNS 

team in the next phase of pandemic response. 
• Co-led a school during the construction process and is eager to support the final phase of  

the Junior School’s renewal. 
 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE GRADUATE WITH GNS CONNECTIONS  

• Graduated from the International Baccalaureate program.  
• Presented a keynote, Way of the Inquiry Ninja, at an IB school’s district secondary conference. 
• Provided inquiry resources and consultation to IB teachers. 
• Authored a book that GNS teachers have used to support PYP curriculum. 

 
As my two youngest sons approach the age for kindergarten, my husband and I have researched  
the very best schools. We believe GNS is the ideal choice for our children. It is a dream career opportunity 
to contribute leadership to the same GNS community where my children learn.  
 
To bring this letter to life, I have created an introduction video just for you. (Please see the link below.) I ask  
for an opportunity to share in an interview the experience, commitment, passion and ideas that I would bring 
as the incoming Glenlyon Norkfolk Junior School Principal.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tiffany Poirier 
 
Tiffany Poirier 
 

WATCH HERE: https://inquiryninja.com/gns/ 
 


